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Protecting Exposed Facilities 
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Underground facilities which have been exposed through excavation are particularly vulnerable to 

damage.  Exposed facilities can shift, separate or be damaged when they are no longer supported or 

protected by the soil around them.  It is the excavator’s duty to protect these facilities once they are 

exposed. 

 

 The soil surrounding a buried facility provides support and protection.  Exposed facilities must 

be adequately supported through shoring, bracing, bridging, or suspension supports to prevent 

sagging, bending, cracking or separation. 

 Support at least equivalent to existing support at the time of excavation should be used. 

 Support should be maintained throughout the excavation project, during backfilling, and if 

necessary, after backfilling is completed. 

 Trenches and ditches should be properly sloped to prevent cave-in or collapse of side walls. 

 Workers should never walk or climb on, strike, or attempt to move exposed facilities. 

 Measures such as cones, flags, tape, rope or barricades should be used to prevent vehicle and 

foot traffic over exposed facilities. 

 Backfilling should be done with materials which will provide proper support and avoid damage 

to all facilities and their protective coatings. 

 Do not include large rocks, rubble, debris, frozen earth, building materials, or any sharp objects 

which may damage facilities when backfilling. 
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