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The 
Amendment 
Process

Data updates (new 
LEAP/Generation 

Scenario Tool 
Targets)

Disaggregated LEAP 
Targets to municipal 

level/updated 
municipal energy 

maps 

Addressed Vermont 
Public Service 
Department 
comments

Added an Equity 
Section

Ensured updates 
complied with latest 
Act 174 standards

Gathered input from 
Belonging and 

Inclusion/ Regional 
Plan Committees

Submitted  
Preliminary Review 

Request to 
PSD/made further 

revisions

Sent draft 
Amendment to 
statutory parties 

(municipalities, state 
agencies, etc..) and 

local utilities

Held two public 
hearings to gather 

input

LCPC Board 
adopted Energy 

Plan Amendment on 
July 23rd, 2024

8/7/24 LCPC 
submitted request 

for Determination of 
Energy Compliance  



Determination of 
Energy 
Compliance

Allows LCPC to 
issue determination 

of energy 
compliance 

certificates for 
Municipal 

Enhanced Energy 
Plans 

Grants the 
Energy Plan 
Substantial 
Deference

Represents 
compliance with 

latest Act 174 
enhanced 

energy planning 
standards 



What is 
Substantial 
Deference? 

Used in Section 248 process to provide 
towns and regions a strong voice in 
determining where energy projects 
should or should not be sited

“a land conservation measure or specific 
policy shall be applied in accordance 
with its terms unless there is a clear and 
convincing demonstration that other 
factors affecting the general good of the 
State outweigh the application of the 
measure or policy.” 



• The Lamoille County Enhanced 
Energy Plan is guided by:

-Renewable energy goals in the 
Vermont Comprehensive Energy 
Plan

-Greenhouse Gas  (GHG) Emission 
reduction targets outlined in the 
Global Warming Solutions Act

-Recommendations in the 
Vermont Climate Action Plan to 
meet GHG emission reductions



The Lamoille 
County Energy 
Plan Supports:

Efficient use of energy 
and energy conservation 
(weatherizing structures)

Greenhouse gas 
reduction measures 

Electrification of the 
thermal and 

transportation sectors

Building electric vehicle 
infrastructure

Energy storage Grid System upgrades 

Small-scale biomass for 
residential and 

commercial heating 

Expansion of solar 
(rooftop and ground 

mount)

Small-scale wind power 
(less than a MW)

Small-scale hydro power

Transportation/land use 
practices to reduce energy 
use:

• Enhance bike/ped trail 
networks/infrastructure

• Encourage development 
in compact village 
centers 



Equity and Energy Planning

Source: 2023 Efficiency Vermont Energy Burden Report



Equity Strategies 

• Policy: Consider equity when conducting outreach for siting of renewable energy.

• Policy: Consider equity when supporting planning efforts for electric vehicle infrastructure, with particular focus on

enhancing access in traditionally underserved communities.

Actions:

• Evaluate the effectiveness of LCPC’s current outreach strategies with a focus on enhancing outreach to

underserved and traditionally disadvantaged communities.

• Evaluate if the existing Substantial Regional Impact Criteria adequately address impacts – both positive and

negative ‐‐ to underserved and traditionally disadvantaged communities.

• Consider potential impacts to underserved communities when reviewing proposed renewable energy development 
projects.

• Work with municipalities and partners to identify funding to install fast electric vehicle chargers throughout

Lamoille County in areas accessible for residents and visitors.



Current Energy Use 
in Lamoille County



Current Energy Use/Generation

Source: VT Public Service Department, March 2024 



Future Energy Use: LEAP Targets



Future Energy Use: Generation Targets



Challenges to 
Get There…

Grid system limitations (transmission headroom)

Need for energy storage

Cost to upgrade utility lines

Timeframe for local utilities to source 
transformers/equipment for grid system upgrades 

Cost to install renewable energy systems

Cost to residents, local business owners, and 
municipalities to electrify

Secondary heating sources are still necessary 

Expanding compact village centers outside the 
floodplain



Siting Policies

Areas Preferred for Renewable Energy Development:
Parking lots
Brownfield Sites
Landfills
Rooftop installations
Gravel pits
Locations designated in an adopted municipal plan or identified by a municipal legislative body
Areas Likely Unsuitable for Renewable Energy Development:
Federal Emergency Management Agency identified floodways
River Corridor Areas as identified by the Vermont Department of Environmental Conservation
Class 1 and 2 Wetlands as noted in Vermont State Wetlands Inventory or advisory layers
Vernal Pools (confirmed and unconfirmed)
State‐significant Natural Communities and Rare, Threatened, and Endangered Species
Wilderness Areas, including National Wilderness Areas
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