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Gov. Shumlin & Department of Public Service Release Updated Comprehensive Energy 
Plan 

  
MONTPELIER - Gov. Peter Shumlin and the Department of Public Service today released the 
state's updated Comprehensive Energy Plan (CEP). The plan, first adopted by the Shumlin 
Administration in 2011 after over a decade without an update, provides an overall direction and 
sets goals for the state's energy future.  
  
“When we set the goal in 2011 of achieving 90 percent renewable energy by 2050 it was 
ambitious,” Gov. Shumlin said. “Today, after years of work together to chart a new energy 
future, we see a path to achieve that ambitious goal. But to do so we must continue to make the 
necessary and sound investments in our energy future that will save Vermonters money, put 
Vermonters to work, and help combat climate change.” 

The updated CEP, which can be found at www.energyplan.vt.gov, re-affirms the overall goal of 
achieving 90 percent of Vermont’s total energy needs from renewable sources by 2050, adds 
interim goals (including reaffirming the statutory goal of 25% by 2025), and provides greater 
detail on Vermont’s pathways towards achieving these goals.  

The CEP includes the following new and more detailed goals: 

•       Reduce total energy consumption per capita by 15% by 2025, and by more than one third 
by 2050. 

•       Meet 25% of the remaining energy need from renewable sources by 2025, 40% by 2035, 
and 90% by 2050. 

•       Three end-use sector goals for 2025: 10% renewable transportation, 30% renewable 
buildings, and 67% renewable electric power. 

•       Greenhouse gas reduction goals include: 40% reduction below 1990 levels by 2030, and 
80% to 95% reduction below 1990 levels by 2050. 
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One of the primary tools to meet the plan’s objectives will be to convert more heat and 
transportation to highly efficient electric technologies, such as heat pumps and electric vehicles. 
  
This CEP reflects the enormous progress Vermont has made in the last four years. Vermont has 
ten times the amount of solar installed or permitted today than it did in 2010 and 20 times as 
much wind energy. Over the past two years, one out of every 100 new vehicles purchased in 
Vermont has been a plug-in or fully electric vehicles. All of this has contributed to a clean 
energy economy that supports over 16,200 jobs and has helped reduce electric bills in three of 
the last four years for the vast majority of Vermonters. 
  
Commissioner Christopher Recchia said “In the end, without active citizen participation, the plan 
is just a plan. While we can and should all be proud of Vermont’s progress to date, I so much 
value the commitment Vermonters have shown to implement the vision embodied in this Plan.” 

As with the 2011 plan, this plan covers not only the electric sector but also the energy required to 
heat buildings and to power transportation and is the product a year-long process that draws on 
input received from hundreds of Vermonters and numerous state agencies.  

“Not only can Vermont be a leader in global climate change efforts, but we can do so while 
increasing our energy security, improving our economy, protecting ratepayers, and reducing our 
total energy costs,” added Asa Hopkins, the Department’s Director of Energy Policy and 
Planning. 
  
The Comprehensive Energy Plan includes the state’s 20-Year Electric Plan, and meets the 
statutory requirements of sections 202 and 202b of Title 30 of Vermont law. 

### 
 
The Department of Public Service is an agency within the executive branch of Vermont state 
government. Its charge is to represent the public interest in matters regarding energy, 
telecommunications, water and wastewater.  

#### 


