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Vermont developed before cars.  Consequently, the Vermonters before us built densely developed, walkable communities  surrounded by rural lands.



...to plan development so as to maintain the historic settlement 
pattern of compact village and urban centers separated by 
rural countryside.
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This development pattern defines and separates VT from the rest of the country.  It is tied to our state brand and economy.   The state’s land use goals and designation programs work promote compact, mixed-used communities. 
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However, while we’ve made strides revitalizing our commercial buildings in community centers, housing development is spreading out across the our rural areas 
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Remember these?
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Where we develop housing has a dramatic impacts energy use. New – historic; rural mountain top – in neighborhood; large car – bikeNote study on location efficiency Vermonters that that live near work, schools, grocery stores, transit and other services can more easily meet their needs on foot or bike or in combined short car trips.  This type of land use pattern provides a ‘locational efficiency’ that dramatically influences how we live and our quality of life – and our use of energy for transportation



VMT Per Capita for U.S. States (FHWA, 2011) 

VERMONT
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Transportation and land use choices are linked and they significantly affect Vermonters’ daily energy demand and pocketbooks. A great deal of energy, time and money is spent moving from home, to work, to shopping, and to other activities….  If we are to reach our goal of 90% renewable by 2050, we need to encourage better land use decisions that reduce VMT and create dense and vital communities  



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Increased auto-oriented development limits transportation options and leads to reliance on single occupancy vehicles.  With 36% of VTs energy use and 46% of GHG from transportation – we need to get a handle on this.   Auto-oriented development costs us all with increased taxes to support extended infrastructure and services.
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Where you live matters.  In most families, transportation is the second-highest expense after housing and this trend in development increases our reliance on single occupancy vehicles.    
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Researchers have found convincing evidence that people who live in communities with a mix of uses -- shops restaurants and schools within walking distance of homes and not only more active and heathy – they use their cars less.  
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And when centers are vital – they attract people from surrounding areas – support economic development -- save money on infrastructure – allow more modes of transportation  ––  reduce green house gas emissions  -- and creates the density and scale necessary to make things like district heating viable.



24 Downtowns 
122 Villages Centers
3 Neighborhoods
2 New Town Centers
6 Growth Centers 
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The state has 5 “designation” programs designed to support the state land use goal by revitalizing and building strong community centers and encouraging state, regional, local decision that shapes our built environment.  Programs and policies that support Vermont’s historic settlement pattern and dramatically influences how we live and our quality of life but also advances a number of policy goals – from economic development to natural resource protection to energy efficiency.    
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Once designated, the state targets resources to leverage private investment in these areas 



$820,000 in 
state tax credits 
has leveraged 
over $5 million 
in investment so 
far, jump-
starting new 
businesses, 
adding quality 
housing and 
creating jobs 
and raising 
grand list 
values.
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It works in villages…Hardwick’s revitalization.   
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And in our downtowns --- this renaissance is creating more pedestrian and bike-friendly housing choices close to new jobs, shops and educational opportunities – reducing energy and strengthening the Vermont brand and quality of life.   Increased development density, mix of uses, and activity also…   Encourages community involvement/cohesion/connections  Protects our environment – our scenic and working landscapes Creates cleaner water and air Supports more housing options for different life stages   Promotes healthy lifestyles and access to healthy food  And more people walking and biking gets folks out of their cars – which saves energy.
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Rowing together.   We have worked to identify shared goals among our partners – and have made progress aligning policies and programs to make our communities stronger and keep Vermont looking like Vermont.  
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Community engagement -- promoting Community Action Plans (or Master Plans) –  Better Community Stronger Connections Grant (AOT partnership) -- helps cities and towns plan and set priorities.  The road maps help communities – and coordinate state agency interests and investments to support shared outcomes. 
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Planning Matters – Like the CEP, this is an exciting opportunity to engage our environmental, energy, transportation, and health partners and redefine how we work together, align or polices and goals to create outcomes that matter to people – and assure a bright future. The last update of the planning manual was 1988 and does little to promote a land use pattern that supports the state land use, energy and climate change goals. Nevertheless, this publication is a primary resource for the 5000 volunteers creating the plans and regulations that shape all future development.  Currently reaching out to partners for input.  



Noelle MacKay
VERMONT DEPARTMENT HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

NOELLE.MACKAY@STATE.VT.US

802.828.3080

accd.vermont.gov/strong_communities
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