Renewable Electricity Policies & Programs

in Vermont

Over the last 20+ years, Vermont has developed several policies and programs to support
renewable energy in the state. Two of these programs are described below.

In Vermont, "renewable energy" is defined as

What do Energy produced using a technology that relies on a resource that
we mean is being consumed at a harvest rate at or below its natural
by regeneration rate. (30 V.S.A. § 8002)
"renewable
energy"? This definition includes resources like solar, hydropower, wind, and

biomass (ex. burning wood or methane gas from landfills or farms).
It does not include nuclear.

Currently, the Renewable Energy Standard (RES; 30 V.S.A. § 8002-8005) sets the
overarching requirements for increasing the use of renewable electricity. This requirement is
divided into different "Tiers" which require utilities to retire renewable energy certificates
from different sources:
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Across Vermont, utilities are meeting or exceeding their requirements under this policy to date.
In 2021, the most recent year data is available, Vermont electricity was 72% renewable,
exceeding the requirement of 59%. Utilities also met the requirement for distributed generation.
The figures below show how utilities met their requirements in 2021
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Utilities can meet their requirements under this policy by retiring renewable energy credits from:

e Resources they own or purchase power from through a contract
e Resources developed through other state programs, such as the net-metering program.

N et M ete ri n g In the current program, net-metering

The net-metering program (Public Utility Commission Rule  systems are compensated for the
5.100) provides a way for Vermont homes, businesses, and  electricity they generate based on three
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