
Leveraging ARPA Funds for a Brighter Vermont Future 

The American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) has brought unprecedented opportunities for Vermont to address 

pressing challenges and invest in its future. With the infusion of federal funding, the Vermont 

Department of Public Service is leading the charge to support a wide array of projects and programs that 

will benefit communities across the state. ARPA funds are being used to enhance Vermont's 

infrastructure, economy, and overall well-being. 

• Expanding High-Speed Broadband Access: 

o One of the most significant ARPA-funded initiatives is the expansion of high-speed 

broadband access throughout Vermont. The pandemic underscored the critical need for 

reliable internet connectivity for remote work, education, and healthcare. With ARPA 

funds, Vermont is making substantial investments to bridge the digital divide and ensure 

that every Vermonter has access to fast and reliable internet service, regardless of 

where they live. 

 

• Supporting Small Businesses: 

o Vermont's small businesses are the backbone of its economy, and they were significantly 

impacted by the pandemic. ARPA funds are being used to provide targeted support to 

small businesses through grants, loans, and technical assistance programs. These 

initiatives aim to help businesses recover, adapt, and thrive in a post-pandemic 

economy. 

 

• Affordable Housing Initiatives: 

o Affordable housing has been a longstanding concern in Vermont. ARPA funds are being 

channeled into initiatives that address this issue head-on. Investments in affordable 

housing projects, rental assistance programs, and homelessness prevention efforts are 

working to ensure that all Vermonters have access to safe and stable housing. 

 

• Clean Energy and Climate Resilience: 

o Vermont is committed to environmental sustainability and combating climate change. 

ARPA funds are being used to support renewable energy projects, energy efficiency 

upgrades, and climate resilience measures. These investments align with Vermont's 

long-term goals of reducing greenhouse gas emissions and transitioning to a carbon-

free, sustainable future. 

 

• Workforce Development: 

o The workforce landscape has evolved in the wake of the pandemic, with new skills and 

training needs emerging. ARPA funds are being utilized to bolster workforce 

https://home.treasury.gov/policy-issues/coronavirus/assistance-for-state-local-and-tribal-governments/state-and-local-fiscal-recovery-funds


development programs, providing Vermonters with opportunities to acquire new skills, 

access education, and secure well-paying jobs in evolving industries. 

 

• Community Engagement and Input: 

o The success of ARPA-funded projects and programs relies on community engagement 

and input. Vermont actively seeks input from residents, businesses, and organizations to 

ensure that ARPA funds are used effectively to address the unique needs and priorities 

of different communities. 

 

The American Rescue Plan Act has provided Vermont with a once-in-a-generation opportunity to invest 

in its future and address the challenges brought about by the pandemic. The Vermont Department of 

Public Service is committed to transparently and efficiently utilizing ARPA funds to support high-impact 

projects and programs that will benefit all Vermonters. Through broadband expansion, small business 

support, affordable housing initiatives, green energy projects, workforce development, and community 

engagement, Vermont is on a path to a brighter and more resilient future. Together, we can build a 

stronger and more prosperous Vermont for generations to come. 

### 

 


