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NTIA TECHNOLOGY PRIORITIZATION

RBS - Priority broadband project
Fiber Optics

High
o

RBS - Qualifying Broadband
HFC, DSL, and LFW

Alternative technologies
ULFW and LEOs

Degree of Prioritization

Low

Source: NTIA, January 2024




NTIA FRAMEWORK FOR SELECTION PROTOCOL

Choose highest

ori Is the Cost < i 2
[ Submitted Bids Are there priority scoring priority
bids? EECRE T2 broadband

No*

Is the Cost < Is there a Reliable

scoring project

Choose highest
with RBS EHCPLT? Broadband Offer?

No

[ Option to select

ULFW or LEO** Eligible Entity may still choose fiber or RBS

** Must meet the BEAD technical requirements

Source: NTIA, January 2024




VERMONT PREPROPOSAL PROCESS TO DETERMINE PROJECT AREAS

Release preliminary Project area

project areas (CUDS swe—————jp Receive preproposals e
& non-CUD Munis)

g -

Analyze Determine
technologies, costs, boundaries that will
and incumbent —lp maximize likely

service areas Priority solutions

g ~ g ~




PHASE 1: PRIORITY (FIBER PROJECT) SELECTION

The next highest scoring application is reviewed and the process is repeated from consideration

+

No
l

Can it be
negotiated to
below the
EHCPLT?

Priority Broadband Select highest scoring Is the proposed grant
(fiber) applications ——» application in a project amount within the
received, and scored area (CUD/municipality) EHCPLT?

Yes

Solicit bids from adjacent
prospective subgrantees or
other known providers for

unassigned project areas

Analyze and implement VCBB may use the
changes to project following negotiation —
boundaries as needed strategies

Preliminary
assignment

Remove some or all
underserved locations from
project area and resolicit bids
from applicants for that area

Optional second round
application process
with all remaining
locations made

available
e ——




PHASE 2: RELIABLE BROADBAND (NON-FIBER) SELECTION
(2]

The next highest scoring application is reviewed and the process is repeated——

from consideration

No

Reliable Broadband . . Canitbe
(HFC, LEWA, hybrid Select highest scoring Is the proposed grant / ebtiated to

licensed/non-licensed ————— > application in a project amount within the > below the

cUD/municipali EHCPLT?
FWA) scored area (CUD/municipality) \ EHCPLT?
; \ ._

VCBB may use the Solicit b_|ds from adjacent
prospective subgrantees or

following negotiation —— ) imin:
strgte gies \ other known providers for _F’fg_llmlnary
g unassigned project areas assignment

Remove some or all
underserved locations from
project area and resolicit bids
from applicants for that area




PHASE 3: REMAINING LOCATIONS

° |

For remaining locations,
consider non-RBS such as
unlicensed fixed wireless
and LEO satellite options




DIGITAL EQUITY & BEAD
NTIA requires digital equity to be integrated into the BEAD program

The VCBB plan incorporates digital equity goals into BEAD in two ways

1 Requwerr_]ent o offelr SRl SIger 2 Criteria in scoring incoming applications
for low-income residents of Vermont

e $45 as a baseline, inclusive of all fees » Gigabit Affordability - commitment to best
possible, and ideally declining, pricing
over an extended period (20 years)

e Waiver option if applicants can e Community engagement and support -
demonstrate that the business model is letters of support with evidence of
not viable for the project area at that substantial engagement from localities

price point and a justification for an where they can influence what they want
alternative that is capped at $75 including digital equity
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