
Northwest Regional Planning 
Commission

Regional Energy Plan Update



Act 174 Overview

• Establishes a set of optional municipal and 
regional energy planning standards 

• Standards originally developed by Department of 
Public Service in November 2016, updated in 
2022 to match new Comprehensive Energy Plan

• Plans that meet the standards receive a 
determination of energy compliance (DOEC) and 
get “Substantial Deference” in Section 248 
proceedings (electric generation and 
transmission facility siting)



Due Consideration

Statute calls for “due 
consideration.”  Does not define 
what “due consideration is” or 
assign whether the PUC or the 
Courts are the ultimate arbiter.

The SCOV indicated that the PUC 
only has to give “due consideration 
to the recommendations of the 
municipal and regional planning 
commissions in deciding [if] the 
project will not unduly interfere 
with the orderly development of the 
region.”

Substantial Deference 

Defined in Statute:

“that a land conservation 
measure or specific policy 
shall be applied in accordance 
with its terms unless there is a 
clear and convincing 
demonstration that other 
factors affecting the general 
good of the State outweigh the 
application of the measure or 
policy.”



Regional Energy Plan 
Appendix II in Regional Plan

• Equity 

• Regional Energy Supply and Consumption
 Current energy generation and supply

 Current thermal, transportation, and electric consumption breakdowns

• Targets for Energy Conservation, Energy Use, and Electricity Generation
 Created using LEAP modeling 

 Targets for 2025, 2035, 2050

 Covers consumption and generation

 Consumption split into thermal, transportation, and electric sectors

• Strategies to Achieve Regional Targets

• Feasibility and Challenges 

• Appendices 
 Siting maps and mapping explanation

 Municipal data (update to be completed by end of 2024)



Consistency 
with State Goals 



Current Regional 
Energy Use



Regional Energy Use – Space 
Heating



Regional Energy Use -
Transportation



Regional Energy Use – Electricity 
Use and Generation



Regional Energy 
Targets



Regional Energy Targets – Use and 
Generation



Regional Energy Targets – Thermal 



Regional Energy Targets -
Transportation



Goals, Policies, and 
Implementation



Goals
1) Use demand-side management to handle the expected doubling of electric energy demand in 
the Northwest region by 2050

2) To reduce annual regional fuel needs and fuel bills for heating structures, to foster the 
transition from non-renewable fuel sources to renewable fuel sources, and meet regional targets 
for the weatherization of residential households and commercial establishments

3) Hold VMT per capita to 2011 levels through reducing the share of single occupancy vehicle 
(SOV) commute trips increasing the share of pedestrian and bicycle commute trips, increasing 
public transit ridership, and focusing regional development in or near existing growth centers 
and villages

4) Increase region-based passenger rail trips and rail freight tonnage in the region. 

5) Increase the share of renewable energy in transportation by increasing the use of renewable 
and less carbon-intensive fuels such as electricity, biofuels, and compressed natural gas

6) Increase the number of municipal energy committees in the Northwest region.

7) Increase local food production and consumption

8) Increase the renewable energy generation capacity in the Northwest region through a mix of 
generation types including solar, wind, hydro, and biodigesters



Implementation 
Challenges

• High Upfront Costs

• Complex and Intertwined Systems

• Landlord/Renter Mismatched Priorities 

• Baseload vs. Intermittent Electricity 

• Grid Limitations

• Inclement Weather 

• Difficulty in Developing New Hydro

• Issues with Biofuels, Renewable Natural 
Gas, and Heat Pumps

• Proximity to Chittenden County 

• Reliance on Cord Wood and Biomass







Questions? 
Comments?
We would love your feedback! mvalenta@nrpcvt.com

Please submit any comments on the determination request to 
PSD.planning.standards@vermont.gov by November 8.

mailto:PSD.planning.standards@vermont.gov
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